
 
 

A Diverse Body Unified by Christ 
  

Two men…both with funny names. 
 

 Two people….very different; one with questionable ambitions; the other with an eye 
toward God. 
 
 They were as different as different could get.  Only one thing they held in common; 
both did not like Baal worship. That they agreed upon. 
 

Jehu opposed it with political and military action; he had people punished; even put 
to death for worshipping Baal.  Jehonadab fought it too.  But he did so with prophesy, 
preaching, and prayer;  loving others; never mistreating or rejecting anyone who was 
doing wrong.  

 
Jehonadab was loyal to his faith wanting to do God’s will; Jehu was only loyal to his 

political ambitions and things that made him look good before others. 
 

 Other than that one subject they were different as different can get. 
 

Have you ever heard a sermon on Jehu and Jehonadab before?  The first time I 
ever heard of these two biblical characters was in seminary in a John Wesley class.  I was 
22 years of age; living my entire life in Sunday School and church; graduated from a 
church college and never heard this story before. 

 
 A sermon preached 266 years ago by John Wesley. There were some who wanted 
to criticize and condemn others who believed differently than them. If they believed wrong 
then they were wrong and not accepted.  
 
 Wesley, in a sermon, addresses this tendency in Christians.  And it is a tendency 
that exist in us all. 
 
 Diversity is not a four letter word; it’s not a bad word.  It is certainly a part of our 
Methodist roots and I believe a part of the Christian faith.  Even the apostle Paul and 
members of the early church had differences of opinion.  But yet it did not interfere with 
their love and acceptance of each other. 
 

 



 
 
It is possible for us to understand that each individual is unique, and as humans we 

will always have differences. These can be along the realms of race, nationality, gender, 
lifestyles, economics, age, physical abilities, political beliefs, religious beliefs, etc.  And if 
people live differently, look different, act different, and believe different than us will we 
accept them or demonize them? 
 

Jehu invited Jehonadab into his chariot. Never was there hesitation because of what 
separated them.    

 
I invite you today to read a portion of Methodist heritage and doctrine.  I invite you to 

read Wesley’s sermon.  I am proud of my faith roots and how historically Methodists have 
been a people who are willing to lead the way in accepting people who are different.  Not 
every church can make that claim. 

 
In the past year we have adopted a new logo and tagline.  
 
This came from a group of people in our church that were working on a new web 

page.  They felt like it was time for a new logo; a new image. 
 
It was not me; it was a twenty-something in our church who developed the beautiful 

logo.  Early on I showed it to a friend and asked what did they think?  What were their first 
impressions? Although the colors are not exact what they saw and said was “red, yellow, 
black, and white all are precious in their sight.”  They saw diversity. 

 
Our tagline says: A Diverse Body Unified by Christ.  Immediately, the rest of our 

group questioned the tagline asking:  Are we diverse?  Is Red Bank United Methodist a 
diverse congregation?  Not much….maybe a little…..mostly white people; mostly middle 
class; mostly middle of the road theologically.  So why such a tagline to describe who we 
are as a congregation? 
  
 

To which the group responded: “this may not be who we are but it is who we want to 
become. We want to reflect our community; we want to reflect Red Bank; maybe 40 years 
ago we reflected this community but today? And the group’s answer was “no”….”no we 
don’t.” 

 
 Our logo and tagline reflects a little who we are today but more so reflects who we 
want to become. 



 
 And such implies accepting diversity; accepting people who look different live 
different, believe different than us.  And is it in our ability to say, “if you heart is as my 
heart is then give me your hand?” 
 
 Jehu and Jehonadab could. And Wesley thought that the people called Methodist 
could. 
 

“if you heart is as my heart is then give me your hand?” In the words of Wesley: 

1. Love me.     

2. If you think I am wrong show me patience and kindness; love me with a love that 

covers a multitude of sins Love me with the love that believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things.       

3.Pray for me             

4.  Love me not in word only, but in deed and in truth. Join with me in the work of  

God, and let us go on hand in hand.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 
Psalm 133 
 
1 How good and pleasant it is 
    when God’s people live together in unity! 
2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, 
    running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron’s beard, 
    down on the collar of his robe. 
3 It is as if the dew of Hermon 
    were falling on Mount Zion. 
For there the Lord bestows his blessing, 
 
2 kings 10:15 
 

After he left there, he came upon Jehonadab son of Rekab, who was on his way to 
meet him. Jehu greeted him and said, “Is your heart as my heart is?” “It is ,” Jehonadab 
answered. “If so,” said Jehu, “give me your hand.” So he did, and Jehu helped him up into 
the chariot.  
 

1 Corinthians 13: 1-7 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or 
a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant  or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 
it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 
John Wesley on Diversity (from a sermon he preached “A Catholic Spirit” –  September 
8, 1749) 

After he left there, he came upon Jehonadab son of Rekab, who was on his way to 
meet him. Jehu greeted him and said, “Is your heart as my heart is?” “It is ,” Jehonadab 
answered. “If so,” said Jehu, “give me your hand.” So he did, and Jehu helped him up into 
the chariot.      (2 Kings 10:15) 
 

Love is due to all:             

 "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."  (Mark 12:31)     

   "A new commandment I give unto you, That you love one another: as I have 

loved you, that you also love one another. By this shall all know that you are My disciples, 

if you have love one to another" (John 13:34, 35). 

 People approve of this; but do all practice it? How many hindrances lie in the way! The 

two grand hindrances are (1) people cannot all think alike (theology) and, (2) people 

cannot all walk alike (live out their faith).  

But even though a difference in opinions may prevent an external union, yet need it 

prevent our union in affection?  Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May 

we not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion? Without doubt, we may.  

 

"Is your heart right, as my heart is with your heart?" What does that question imply? 

             - there is no 

inquiry or concern over Jehonadab's opinions.     -Every wise person, 

therefore, will allow others the same freedom of thinking that they desire they should allow 

them, and will no more insist on their embracing his opinions than he would have them to 

insist on his embracing theirs.           



 
    -Everyone must follow the dictates of their own conscience in 

simplicity and  sincerity. They must be fully confident in their own mind and then act 

according to the best insight they have. Everyone must judge for themselves, as everyone 

must give an account of themselves to God.    - God has given no right 

to any us to lord it over the thinking of others.        

        - And it is certain, so long as we know but 

in part, (I Corininthians 13:12) that all men will not see all things alike. It is an unavoidable 

consequence of imperfect knowledge and incomplete human understanding, which many 

will be of various minds in religion as well as in common life. So it has been from the 

beginning of the world, and so it will be until the end. 

                

"Is your heart right, as my heart is with your heart?"      

1. Do you believe His being and his eternity, wisdom, power, justice, mercy, and truth?  

Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, Does he dwell in you and you in him?   

2.Do you love God "with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength?" Is God the center of 

your soul, the sum of all your desires?      

3. Is your heart right toward your neighbor? Do you love all humankind without exception?  

 "If it be, give me your hand." I do not mean, "Be of my opinion." You need not. I do not 

expect or desire it. Neither do I mean, "I will be of your opinion." Leave all opinions alone: 

only "give me your hand." “give me your hand."        

      



 
1. Love me.  "if your heart is right, as mine with your heart," then love me with a very 

tender affection, as a sister or brother in Christ.     

2. If I am ignorant or out of the way of Christ, love me with the love that is patient and 

kind; love me with the love that covers all things, that never reveals either my faults or 

infirmities. Love me with the love that believes all things, is always willing to think the best, 

love me with the love that hopes all things.       

3.Commend me to God in all your prayers.         

4.  Lastly, love me not in word only, but in deed and in truth. Join with me in the work of 

God, and let us go on hand in hand.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Faithful God, You Sent Your Spirit 
NETTLETON 8.7.8.7 D ("Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing") 
 
Faithful God, you sent your Spirit 
Long ago at Pentecost. 
You gave life and said to share it, 
All as one, beneath your cross. 
May we see your wondrous blessing 
When your people everywhere 
Work together, all confessing 
Faith that binds us, faith to share. 

God of hope, you daily nurture 
Those who seek to follow you. 
You're not bound by any culture; 
You love rich and poor ones, too. 
In an ever-changing nation, 
May your churches welcome in 
Every child of your creation, 
Giving hope to all again. 

God of love, may we in worship 
Welcome our diversity. 
May we reach in trust and friendship 
To the poor and refugee. 
May we see Christ in the stranger, 
Breaking bonds of race and fear. 
By your Spirit, may we offer 
Glimpses of your kingdom here. 
 
 
 

 


